CHAPTER VL
BACONS  INFLUENCE  ON  PHILOSOPHY  AND   SCIENCE.
questions in the history of Philosophy and Science have been more keenly debated than the fact and nature of Bacon's influence on these pursuits. Some writers have gone so far as to maintain that both philosophy and science would have been exactly in the same position that they now are, if he had never lived. As I can by no means subscribe to this position, and should certainly not have undertaken to write this book, had I believed it to be even approximately true, I shall endeavour in this Chapter briefly to indicate what I conceive to have been the nature of Bacon's influence, as well as to assign some grounds for my own opinion that in both departments it has been very considerable, while, as respects science properly so called,, the impulse and direction given to it by Bacon were of the very highest importance.
As I am dealing with two distinct questions, I shall ask, first, what was the influence of the Baconian Reform on Philosophy (under which head I include all inquiries into the grounds, conditions, and character of human knowledge and human practice), and second, what was its influence on Science (a word which I take in its modern sense, as restricted to inquiries into the constitution and modes of action of corporeal objects). the discrepancies between philosophy and religion, but, not having the robust faith of Bacon or Locke, he seems, with some hesitation, ready to sacrifice the claims of religious belief to the exigencies of human reason.    But, however it may have been with particular individuals,! cannot question that the general tendency, predominant, especially in England, till quite recently, to draw a distinct line of demarcation between the spheres of religion, on the one side, and philosophy and science, on the other, and to combine a sincere belief m the traditional teaching of the Bible or theecially towards the latter period of his life, have felt some hesitation as to the truth or exactitude of some of 6 De Augmentis, book ix. the same words as tliose contained in the beginning of this quotation. I am disposed, however, to think that this description applies with more complete accuracy to Bacon's later than his earlier state of feeling on these subjects.and of the Christian 1 athers towards those who maintained the existence of Antipodes \    Clni.l-iiu it Si   Ir.u TURKEY-IN-ASIA.    JlyMr   |   C  ]\|, (-,, v    ;\( V           '              J
